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Dayton: <i>Pioneer College: The Centenial History of St. Leo College, St.

Professor Avellaneda, from Colombia, has done this de Soto research at the P.K. Yonge
Library of Florida History of the University of Florida, which has the richest deposit of Spanish
Florida documentation. The author has studied, compared, and collated various lists of
expedition participants and survivors. These are carefully evaluated and analyzed.
The heart of the monograph is a directory of survivors with whatever information could be
found about them. Avellaneda has done an exacting search, locating 257 survivors. Luis de
Moscoso, who after de Soto’s death led the expedition to Mexico, stated that 350 survived. In
Part Two the survivors are classified by age, literacy and education, occupational and social
status, postexpedition residences, and geographical origins.
This applaudable study is by a competent researcher and shows the richness of the P.K.
Younge Library of Florida History.
Charles W. Arnade

Pioneer College: The Centenial History of St. Leo College, St. Leo Abbey, and Holy Name
Priory. By James Horgan. St. Leo, Florida. 1989. St. Leo College Press. Pp. x, 640. Illustrations.
Appendices. Notes. Index. Cloth. $24.95.
St. Leo College was an outgrowth of the “Catholic Colony” of San Antonio. The colony was
established in 1882 by Judge Edmund F. Dunne, a papal knight who had served as Chief Justice
of the Arizona territory until he was removed from office by President Ulysses S. Grant for
advocating public support for all schools, religious as well as secular. Dunne subsequently
served as Hamilton Disston’s attorney and prepared closing documents for the Disston purchase
of 1881. As part of his fee, Judge Dunn received 50,000 acres of frontier Florida in old Hernando
County to develop as a Catholic colony. A college was part of Dunne’s original plan, but it was
not until 1889 that a small party of Benedictine monks established themselves in the newly
created Pasco County and obtained a charter from the Florida legislature to operate a college and
grant academic degrees.
The central theme of Pioneer College is the development and evolution of what is now St. Leo
College. In its early days, St. Leo, like many other late nineteenth-century colleges, offered what
would now be categorized as a combination of high school and college level instruction. For a
while it was a military school. In the 1920s, St. Leo evolved into an English-style college
preparatory school. In 1959, the preparatory school existed along with St. Leo Junior College.
The prep school was phased out by 1964, as St. Leo expanded to become a four-year liberal arts
college. During the same period, Holy Name Academy was established by Benedictine Sisters
and evolved from a nineteenth-century finishing school into a girls' high school. It ultimately
merged with St. Leo College.
Pioneer College describes how the monastic communities at St. Leo Abbey and Holy Name
Priory grew and expanded their influence. St. Leo monks established and staffed parishes
throughout central Florida and as far away as Long Island, Cuba, and Argentina. The
Benedictine sisters at Holy Name Priory not only operated Holy Name Academy, but also have
staffed St. Anthony's School in San Antonio since 1889. In addition, for many years they
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supplied teachers for the tiny, rural, public school at St. Joseph, despite periodic opposition to the
idea of employing nuns as teachers in public school.
In relating how all this took place, Professor Horgan provides far more than the history of an
institution. Pioneer College appeals to much wider interests. It is rich in information regarding
the growth of the Roman Catholic Church in Florida during the past century. Among the
revealing details: Bishop Moore became infuriated when St. Leo students sang “My Country Tis
of Thee” (an Irishman, he did not want to hear “God Save the Queen” under any guise);
Theodore Roosevelt, when introduced to Abbot Charles Mohr at a meeting of Florida
postmasters, was “de-lighted to meet a live Abbot” and commented that his previous
acquaintance with abbots was in the novels of Sir Walter Scott. Roosevelt later called
nation-wide attention to a pamphlet by Abbot Charles, written during the anti-Catholic furor
drummed up by Florida Governor Sidney J. Catts.
Horgan also provides a wealth of information regarding the technology available in Florida in
the early twentieth century. Not content just to mention that the old convent building (a
three-story frame structure) was moved in 1911, he carefully describes how the move was
accomplished: uphill, through the careful use of a winch, rope, pulleys, two oxen, some pine
logs, and a crew of workmen. Such topics as well drilling at the turn of the century and the
construction of the first poured-concrete-block building in Pasco County are also described in
such a way as to provide the reader with a clear picture of how it was done.
In writing Pioneer College, the author had the advantage of the detailed journals of a pioneer
monk, Farther Benedict Roth, OSB (to whom the book is dedicated). This rich source is
expanded by extensive interviews and careful research. The many personalities involved in the
college’s early years come alive in Dr. Horgan's lucid, readable prose.
Pioneer College provides an interesting, instructive, and thoroughly entertaining picture of
private school life in Florida over the past hundred years. The appendices and footnotes are
extensive and informative, although the index is somewhat scanty. All told, the book stands as a
fine example of how histories of institutions should be written.
William G. Dayton

Florida Lighthouses. By Kevin M. McCarthy. Paintings by William L. Trotter. Gainesville,
Florida. 1990. University of Florida Press. Pp. vii, 134. Illustrations. Maps. Index. Cloth. $19.95.
Paper. $9.95.
This book of just 128 pages is chock full of informative facts about the history and
development of lighthouses along both coasts of Florida. To avoid needless repetition, the author
manages to weave a bit of history and personal insights into his brief treatment of each of
Florida’s thirty lighthouses. The author visited all of the accessible lighthouses and examined
records from national and state archives and old lighthouse logs. The result is an informative and
entertaining narration. A painting of each lighthouse is included in the book to illustrate the
structure as it might have appeared in its prime condition.
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